[bookmark: _GoBack]The Kansas Association of Risk and Quality Management (KARQM) learned there was an opportunity for improvement related to Quality Data Check (QDC) and K.S.A.  28-52-4 (c). The regulation requires each “…standard-of-care determination be dated and signed by an appropriately credentialed clinician authorized to review patient care incidents on behalf of the designated committee.”  QDC is a risk management software used by many hospitals in Kansas. It has been in existence for at least 15 years and has been offered to KaMMCO members at no charge. While QDC is used in multiple states, it was developed in Kansas by Jason Friesen with input from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE).  However, when using QDC it may not always be clear who assigned the initial standard of care. This is most common when there is more than one person reviewing the incident. 
Since learning of this issue, the Kansas Hospital Association, QDC and KARQM worked with the KDHE to get clarification on their interpretation and application of the regulation. QDC is actively working to ensure the software meets the expectations of KDHE. To that end, it is important to have KDHE review any changes. KDHE has agreed to perform this review sometime after the first of the year.  
In the meantime, QDC users will want to ensure they are documenting each standard-of-care (SOC) determination with the date and signature of the person making the determination. KARQM has two suggestions for how this might be accomplished. First, investigators assigned to incidents could document the recommended SOC to a specific person involved in the incident in the “Conclusions” or “Recommendations/Actions” section of the investigation. Second, the risk manager could print the investigation and have each reviewer date and sign next to the SOC assigned. 
While this has presented as an issue related to QDC, it could likely be an area of focus for any risk management survey regardless of the system used. Therefore, this is a great opportunity for all risk managers to ensure their system/software is compliant with the regulation.
KARQM also recently learned KDHE has changed the risk management plan checklist. This checklist is completed by risk managers and sent to KDHE with their risk management plan each year. Please find the new checklist by using the following link (we can insert the hyperlink here once the checklist is on the new website…or should we attach a copy?)
